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l* I tailed on Die* 7 noon 30th at his re qua at* X told hi* ■ U 
1 balitTtd Binh Xuyen were raapoa^bla for outbreak ^ of hostilities 
and axpraasad ragrat thia aotion had wvnrr%&( • [ Di<ia iaid 
Xuyan had baan praparad act againai govi for aoiaa;' ; tl»a« ; ^ ' •'! i 

that Binh Xuyaa hara taken to araa Jia aaw ho aXterhatlyai axeapt 
to ranora ■ control MationaX foUeb :ahd Suratl frol '0Wa^-8«g^.>v-V 


4 ' 'i,* t 




soonest* Ely had cautioned -hii against pr^ but ^ ' 

at ; :S. 

OTittOl ieoimandj Sljr <UoUn.dv«*r »P*i>lfi«»iXT i*«th»r or,Vnot / 
he would ranora 8ang* : Whan SXy' caixa<f again oh Dies tit 6630* . 


bvaralX command, ^ giy dsclinedibay^ ^ 

4 he would ranora 8ang* : Whan aXy'caiXa<T again on %iai Ltit 6630* fe # 

fj ■ PRIM1H aaid Ely had • indlcated he^^ ^ not rdih hiM^.',^ . 

® Mtuni epa^ Disw ' ¥aAd : 

5 principle but wanted to ; know a'plan 'pf . action^ - Bly siid ’ that'.- 

H he wbiir^n to restonSr&: saoas^^ 


, ’ . — -7 • ‘ • T TTT. .W #*vwwa4w **wmouv*a./ y;,/.. 

Bie*; complained ^ . Bly-that Xa|lfe||j^ 'la(^lft?t : 

s„ 
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tftloh »tt.ck. could bo lounchid OH city at any ttao. siy alw lafon, s 
Dl “ th »* »»* <“>ow how tho fight had bogun. X romindod Dlu 

that Sly at that tlu had had no Intolligonoo bri'aftag oa night' a 
happenings, 

2. Diea said that Bly had proposed (at ay suggestion) 
that General Oaables arbitrate between govt and seots. Plea had eon. 
plained to Sly this inplied equality between two parties. Moreover gov?; 
in his view should rely on its own forces and could hot escape its 
responsibilities* Diea said that he had told Sly Binh Xuyen would have 
to be disarmed or wiped out and that according to recent memo itmimsH 
Rinh and Chief of 8taff Ty, Vietnamese Amy had enough potential in 

city to handle any situation, 

3, I asked Diea where he stood at that moment. He said he 
was still determined to destroy or drive out Binh Zuyen, since it was 
better latter should be in naquis rather than constitute threat in oity 4 
Cabinet morning 30th had been advised of all steps taken and had 
approved any additional steps needed to restore order. All Ministers 
ixcept sects representatives and Minister for Plan, absent from 

country, were present, Biem said that he would ask Ely to lend hin % t , Jf 
all possible assistance saying that if PrenCh and govt could not handle ^ 
sects* threat there was no use in Dien*s attempting to carry on, fie 
added that if Binh Zuyen renew attack night of 30-31 they will meet 
artillery fire, 

4# Diem said he had received support from Oeherali Phuong 
and the who said they expected govt attack Binh Zuyen headquarters 
and offered to carry out operation. Chief of Staff fy had said Army 
had been attacked and must react. Wintrebert had said daequot was 




yvesably surprised by discipline and high norala shown by National 
Acii 7 troops, I told Oita that In ay view everything possible should 
> < dbne to prevent further fighting, Z suggested General Gaabies 
: i nre not as an arbitrator but as a aediator, I went on to say that 
U Oita had tried as planned afternoon 29th to take National polios 

l 

Haad^uarters by foroe a fire fight would have resulted. He had been 
veil advised to accept eounsel given by Ely and as since it now appears 
certain Binh Xuyen launched last night’s attack, which gives hia 
political and psychological advantage, I advised Diem to attempt 
negotiations rather than continue open fighting but be fully pre- 
pared to act if Binh Xuyen should move again. 


5, Cao Dai General Fhuong has asked Diem to integrate 8,000 
c? his troops, of whoa 3,000 are already integrated, into National Armj 
iijese troops would be transferred to National Army training center ^ 

and all ties with Cao Dal sect cut, I told Diem that he must make > 

decision but I should point out this would affect demobilisation p la n s 
rud perhaps force more rapid demobilisation toward end of year. 

Diem said he had warned Fhuong that some Of his forces would have to 
1 s discharged later. He added to me that he was most reluctant to 


take this step but felt he had no alternative. 


6, I told Diem I hoped it would be possible to find some 
,:i °0Oe of preserving peace fdr next few days, and thpught that some 
solution might be worked out if Binh Xuyen were removed from city, 
!Hem replied that he knew there were serious risks involved but if he 
thd not move rapidly Binh Xuyen might combine against him with other 
aacte. I said it would be worth a great deal to gain tine enough 







bo for cr soots to accept politioal solution*' World press now stems 
to bo with Dion* . I agreed however that ho would have to remove 
National Polioo chief Sang and suggested French might help clear out 
central euretd headquarters near Oathedral by peaceful means* 

7* Diem said Minh had attended morning’s Cabinet meeting a.; 
observer but that his resignation had taken effect* Z said X hoped 
it would be possible for Minh to remain in office* Diem said there 

were too many difference s of opinion between him and Minh for this to 

. • 

be possible* I urged Diea to proceed rapidly with plans for reorgani- 
sation «£ his Cabinet* 

6, Minh called on me 1300 30th to say v he was gravely per* 

* . t 

curbed that news of his resignation* which he did not release* might 
have preoipitated armed notion* He feared Binh Suyen had taken his 
resignation as Signal govt Intended move against them and so seised 
initiative* Minh said he. intended issue an order of the day 30th 
explaining reasons fop his resignation* I persuaded Minh that such 
order of the day would be contrary to national interest and secured 
his agreement not rpt not to. issue* Beyohd that* Minh has agreed ($ 

. Vi 

only to remain in caretaker capacity until relieved by Diem* X 

9* I met with Sly at 1500 30th to review with him my latest 
conversation with Diem* Z told Sly Z was sure Diem intended remove 

. * " * I , * 

Bang and I saw no alternative* Sly said this was contrary to advice 

he had given to Diem* I said Z had given no advice in, this respect 

* * * * • ' , . 

but still saw no alternative* 

10* I mentioned my conversation with Minh* Sly said he 
agreed With Minh 1 s point of view and oonaidared latter's resignation 

entirely Of Diem’s 
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policy with respect to sscta, Ely said that he entirely disagreed 
with Diem's point of view and that he believed Diem could not rpt not 
maintain order* Men, he said, had wanted him take over command in 
order conduct operations against Binh Xuyen, Ely said it would be 
"criminal'* for the Prench to get mixed up in civil war* . Ely would 
agree accept command only in order separate opposing forces. He went 

• *’ * * • ' s 

on to say that he had had long interview with Dies morning 30th and 
had been very badly impressed. He believed Diem was concerned only 

' \ * i 

with saving his personal face and honor, and not with serving nation*! 
interest. He said Diem was suffering "hallucinations'* and had no 
just appreciation of limits of his means. X replied that Diem is in 
very difficult position and that his govt is faced with rebellion. 

I for one had no sympathy whatever for Binh Xuyen. Ely said it was 
not question of having sympathy for Binh Xuyen but of judging Diem's 
policies which had put us into present predicament. I objected that / 
any PRXMXN would have had to face sect problem sooner or later or (*. 
else knuckle under and let sects maintain their feudal systems. Ely 

said there were other possible policies. Minh for ^cample had re* 

. ft ’ - 

signed in protest against Diem's course of. action. X said that never * 
theless to my knowledge no one had been able to. suggest a constructive 
substitute for Diem's polioies. 

t % ‘ 

,11. I suggested to Ely that we accept fact that Dios would 
remove Sang. X added that some means should be found to isolate 
police headquarters and cut off its utilities. Otherwise Diem would 
be tempted to atom it. X regretted that was the only constructive 
suggestion I had to make. X added that * believed he would not 
move against Binh Xuyen headquarters exept in response to Binh Xuyen 





attack, ,Xtt case of such attack, X. would sympathise with any action 
Ijort sight take hut would, not advise Dies to ssiio initiative in 

attacking, X felt that Binh Xuyen had resorted to Violence in order 

* ) *. • . 

to, demonstrate that Dies couldnot control country. If Diem did not 
fight back govt was lost, X repeated my earlier suggestion that if 
Ely wished to avoid renewal hostilities he warn Binh Xuyen they could 
not be reinforced from outside, Ely said that no reinforcements had 
been received 29th, Moreover there are many "troubling factors" in 
the Situation and he is not certain that Binh Xuyen actually attacked 
first. For example he said Binh Xuyen forces engaged were outnumbered 
by govt troops by 1 to two, or possibly three, I said that simul- 
taneous shelling of Palace and attack on police commissiriat indi- 
cated to me that Binh Xuyen were responsible, Ely said that Dism 
planned two operations yesterday, according to his information, one 
Of which was scheduled for 1330 to seise police headquarters and 
another scheduled for. midnight. He said that same National Army 

is 

bataUion commander who participated in midnight operation had been\i Jj 
scheduled to conduct earlier operation, X said that this did not 
constitute proof in my view, I added that 

situation was no doubt grave and that X earnestly hoped there would 
be no fighting night of 30/31* I said however that if Diem moved 

• .,•/ 1 ■ V i ' , * , * . , , ‘ . • 4 

against police headquarters I thought he would move at same time 
against Binih Xuyen headquarters. Since Binh Xuyen have no artillery 
I believed National Army, with proper attack, could destroy Binh 
Xuyen headquarters, X .said also that if Ely took ever command that 
would be the end, politically, for Dlem^slhee sects wbuld be able to 




elain and that their thesis ms true. Sly aaid ha would 

not, of cohra^taka command unless Diem wishes, Ha had offered to 
do ao only in ordar to save Diem* I aaid his taking command sight 
prevent bloodshed hut would not save Diem* I aaked if Sly would 
attempt tg|a?a Binh Xuyen evacuate police haadquartara pdncaably, 

Ha aaid ha wduid try but waa doubtful of auccaaa* I asked if ha 
would suggest to Diem that police headquarters be isolated rather 
than attacked and if he would assist in cutting off services to this, 
building* -,. Sly said that he would see what could be done* rz concluded 
conversation 'by ? ;^ying 1 did not know whether Diem would or would not 
accept my advice not to move forcibly against Binh luyen 

12. Hy conversations with Sly convince me French are not 
"W^ion that govt and rebeUidua sects be 


i rested par* I note also that Sly is not conrincbd that Binh 


■■ ' # 

uyen wtrjpe^onsible for opening hostilities against govt* 
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